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We invite you to explore
The Riverwalk and learn
about its rich history
and wildlife. This book
will act as a guide as
you walk the paths shown
to the right. We hope
your experience will be a
good one and that you will
fully enjoy one of the
city’s best kept secrets.
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The Nashua Riverwalk

A downtown riverwalk along the
Nashua River was envisioned in
master plans since the early
1980’s.
The Riverwalk is a
1.6-mile planned loop to enjoy
the river, Its rich history,
and the community life it has
created. Follow the plaques
and read through its history
to learn more!
Below is the rendering of
what now is seen at Peddler’s
Daughter.

Summer 2006

In order to spread the word about The Riverwalk, city officials have organized guided
walks over the years. Walks help local residents to become more familiar with the project
and what the city hopes to accomplish in the
future.

July 12, 2009

The city completed its half of the walkway from
Main Street east in 2006 and the private developer finished the remaining segment in front of
The Jackson Falls Condos in 2007. The city is
currently working to complete the section connecting to Margaritas Restaurant. The vision is
to continue the walkway east by Margaritas, on
top of the bank, with a spur down to the river,
and then to and over the Railroad Bridge.

Photo taken by Telegraph correspondent, Bruce
Preston during Riverwalk Tour, July 2009.

More than 60 people showed up for a Nashua River
walk July 12, sponsored by the Nashua River
Watershed Association in conjunction with its
year-long 40th anniversary celebration.
-The Nashua Telegraph, July 19, 2009
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August 4, 1866
The Nashua & Lowell Car House was built
in 1866 as an Italianate style railroad
repair shop by railroad manager General
George Stark. Tracks entered the
building’s rear through two large doors,
opening to allow cars inside for repairs.

Early 1900s
1978
Before the railroad years, this site
was home to a boathouse for canal boats
and then a general store. The old Car
House building later housed The Telegraph Publishing Co., Western Union, and
Boston & Maine Transportation Company.
A 1960s white siding facade was added
and Goodale’s bike Shop moved into the
building in 1978. During renovations in
2004, workers discovered a 1920s neoclassical facade, built atop the original black facade damaged in the 1924
Main Street fire. The building opened
as Peddler’s Daughter on June 14, 2005.

2009
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The Car House

December 23, 1838
On December 23, 1838, the Nashua
& Lowell Railroad became the
first steam railroad in New
Hampshire and the first railroad
train on Main Street.

1880s

The 14.58-mile railroad from Lowell to Nashua
cost $380,000 and included a passenger and a
freight train, with a passenger fare of 50 cents.

Early 1900s

Beyond the tracks sits the Nashua & Lowell
Freight Depot, the oldest remaining railroad
related building in Railroad Square. The brick
italianate style building was planned and built
under Superintendent General George Stark.

Late 1900s
The 1860 construction date is in
decorative brick on the east wall
where the track once ran to the
building’s indoor freight platform. The rebuilt Freight Depot
was attached to the 1849 Passenger Depot, which burned in 1931.

2009

Nashua & Lowell Railroad
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Settlers built Nashua’s first dam in this location around 1815,
hoping to attract mill businesses. In the 1830s, Jackson Co. replaced the wooden dam with the Jackson Falls Dam as their mill’s
source of power.

1800s

1878
The dam was rebuilt in 1847 for $8,000 and again in 1878 for
$20,000. A fishway was also constructed in 1878 so fish
could bypass the dam. In 1907, the Jackson Co. built the
first concrete dam that included a powerful motor pump extending from the deep pool below the dam to the canal. Foundations had to be placed in a pool that was once a popular
swimming hole and when construction began, boys were still
diving into it. The concrete dam was replaced in 1919.

1919

That same year, a sawmill on the north side of the river was converted into
the nashua Manufacturing Wheelhouse. Since 1977, the powerhouse has been
occupied by two restaurants, The Chart House, followed by Margaritas in
2000. The dam began generating electricity in 1984 under Essex Hydro.
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Jackson Falls Dam

2000

1826

Mid 1800s
1920s

The Nashua & Lowell
Railroad tracks over
the railroad bridge
were completed in
December 1838, servicing the railroad
and mills.
In 1826, Charles C. Haven constructed Indian Head Co.
mill to manufacture woolen goods. Its name originates
from a 1724 skirmish between the Indians and men of
Dunstable when white settlers found an Indian head
carved into a tree. In June 1830, Indian Head Co. was
incorporated under the new Jackson Mills. Their first
cotton sheeting sales were unsuccessful because of
President Andrew Jackson’s unpopularity at the time.
Soon, the reestablished Indian Head trademark gained
acclaim as a quality brand in North America, South
America, and China. The jackson Mills and its 1,200
operatives merged with Nashua Manufacturing Co. in
1916 before being sold to Textron, Inc. in 1945. In
1952, the buildings became home to Sanders Associates.

2000

May 4, 1930
On this day, the
Crown Hill Fire
started on the
Railroad Bridge,
spreading to Newbury and Haines
Streets. Alderman Richard LaRose
recalls a story of
Infant Jesus Church
moving their statues for safekeeping
to an Allds Street
home, the only surviving structure.
The church considered it a miracle,
despite the roof’s
fireproof shingles.

The Jackson Co.
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A Look Back at Nashua
CITY STATION
(Also Franklin Opera
House/Passenger Depot,
Built 1849, burned down
1931, current location Dunkin
Donuts circa 1950)
CAR HOUSE(back)
(Built 1866, demolished
circa 1900) SHOPS
(Built circa 1850, FREIGHT DEPOT (“SHOP AREA”)
demolished 1891) (Built 1860, converted to grain store,
PLATFORM demolished sometime 1955-1980s)
CAR HOUSE
(Built 1849,
(Built 1866, currently
demolished
FREIGHT DEPOT (“ENGINE HOUSE”)
Peddler’s Daughter)
circa 1950)
(Built 1860, converted to bowling alley)
COAL SHED/BINS
(Built circa 1849 , demolished sometime
1902-1955, current location of Jackson
Falls Condominiums 2006)

NOTE: THIS MAP IS FROM 1885, USED BECAUSE BEST REPRESENTATIVE OF HISTORIC RAILROAD SQUARE

IN GRAY
IT NO LONGER
EXISTS
Note:EVERYTHING
the map
isDENOTES
fromTHAT
1885
and represents
historic Railroad Square.
everything in gray denotes structures that no longer exist.

Historic Railroad Square
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Nashua Public Library (1971)
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1869

The Nashua River was formed over 15,000
years ago by a glacial flow from Canada. The river, responsible for Nashua’s
flourishing industries, is vital to Nashua’s transportation, leisure, and community. It served as the site of the town
skating rink and annual July 4th Tub Race
from Mine Falls to Main Street.

March 1936
But it has also caused destruction. In
March of 1936, Nashua witnessed its most
severe flood, increasing the river level by 12 feet. It destroyed $2,000,000
worth of buildings, bridges, and houses
and left 2,000 people homeless. The
city, under martial law, forbade people
from the streets past 9 PM. A high water
mark on the Johns Manville Company doorway on East Hollis Street indicates the
extent of the flooding.

2009
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The river is home to an abundance of flora and fauna, including trout, bass, heron,
osprey,
red-tailed
hawks,
Canadian
geese,
finches,
chickadees, bats, salamanders, garter snakes, red and
gray squirrels, and beavers.
Ferns,
dogwoods,
highbush
and lowbush blueberry bushes, wintergreen, red maple,
green ash, white pine, and
red oak line the river’s
edge.
June Caron Park, dedicated on October 12, 2007,
honors June Caron and her 41 years of service to
the Parks and Recreation Department.

The Nashua River

During the 1800s, the “Young Ladies’ Soldiers Aid Society” advocated
for a public library. Their efforts, with assistance and 1,300 volumes
from the Union Athenaeum, a private reading club of 90 members from
Nashville and Nashua, resulted in the opening of the Nashua Public Library on the second floor of the County Records Building in 1868.

September 14, 1903

1959
The “Bookmobile” began servicing neighborhoods in 1959 and
the Chandler Memorial
Library branch opened
in 1960. On September 26, 1971, the new
57,000 square-foot
Nashua Public Library
was dedicated at 2
Court Street, the former location of the
Gage Hotel.

Mary A. and daughter Mary E. Hunt funded the Hunt Memorial Library, completed on Library Hill on September 14, 1903, In memory of their husband and father.
There was no electricity, so to provide light, glass
floors were built between stacks. The American Gothic
style building, currently on the National Register of
Historic Places, is the only early design of Ralph
Adams Cram in New Hampshire.

1971

The architect was Carter and Woodruff of Nashua. The project was
funded by Eliot A. Carter. This portion of the Riverwalk was paid
for in part by the McLean Contributionship.

Nashua Public Library
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October 20, 1832

1906
1929
Before the new Classical Revival style
Telegraph Building opened here in 1929,
Nashua Steam Laundry, M.C. Baker’s furniture shop, I.O. Woodward & Cory, harness manufacturers, and Mechanic’s Hall
occupied this location. The Telegraph
Publishing Company began on a business
block near Franklin Street in the Central
Building. In 1871, the company moved to
the corner of Main and Temple Streets and
by 1906, relocated to the 1866 Nashua &
Lowell Car House. After the Main Street
Bridge burned in 1924, the company purchased this lot at 60 Main Street.
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The Telegraph, originally the New Hampshire Telegraph, is Nashua’s oldest local newspaper still
in circulation. It was first published on October
20, 1832 as a Whig newspaper under editor-proprietor Alfred Beard. On March 1, 1869, the Daily
Telegraph became Nashua’s first daily newspaper.
To promote itself as a regional news source in the
early 1900s, the Telegraph sponsored three contests, including the “Swat the Fly” contest for
mosquito disease prevention, awarding $60 to the
person sending in the most flies. The Telegraph
received 193,361 dead flies.

In 1984, the expanding paper outgrew
this building and moved its headquarters to Hudson. It started
publishing news on the Internet in
May 1997.

2009

The Nashua Telegraph Building

Mid 1900s

Governor Meldrim Thomson, Jr. and Mayor Dennis J. Sullivan
spoke and reminded people of the importance of the American
Revolutionary War. The New Hampshire state-shaped monument,
a tribute to the city’s soldiers, was a gift from the Nashua
Rotary Club and the Nashua American Revolution Bicentennial
Committee. In the base of the monument is a memorabilia box
that includes a letter from the president at the time, Gerald
Ford. Before the park became Bicentennial Park, it was known
as “Bay Rum Park” for its connection with the Prohibition as a
hangout for elderly men. The name comes from the popular Bay
Rum aftershave lotion, which the men drank.

On June 13, 1976,
Nashua celebrated
the American Revolution Bicentennial and
dedicated Bicentennial Park. The parade and festivities
attracted more than
80,000 people.

June 13, 1976

2009

Bicentennial Park
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1990s

The French-Canadian community privately funded the
sculpture and on May 19, 2001 their hard work materialized when the city dedicated the sculpture in their
honor. It is both the first full figure erected in
Nashua in a century and the first sculpture in New
England honoring French-American culture. At 6 feet
tall, it pays tribute to the French women and children who worked in the mills during the first half of
the 20th century. The first wave of French immigrants
arrived between 1870 and 1872 and by 1936, 14,560 of
Nashua’s 31,938 residents were French.

“Le Parc de Notre Renaissance Francaise” was named
in July 1999 after it was
selected as the site for
the bronze monument commemorating the French-American
immigrants.

May 19, 2001

2009
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Le Parc de Notre Renaissance FranÇaise

1823

Nashua Manufacturing Co., on the National Register of Historic Places, was important for the textile industry and
early economic development of Nashua. In 1832, a charter was
granted to Daniel Abbot, Moses Tyler, and Joseph Greeley to
manufacture cotton, woolen, and iron goods. Their main products included cotton shirting, sheeting, and 122 types of
cloth. In the 1880s, they began developing flannel cotton.

The Yankee Mill Girls dominated the workforce until the late 1800s when French
and Irish immigrants were hired under
the same conditions for longer hours
and less pay. After the New Hampshire
Legislature passed a Ten-Hour Law,
Nashua Manufacturing Co. presented
a contract to its workers three
days before its institution,
threatening discharge to anyone unwilling to keep their
13-14 hour workday. Only
one-third signed it, forcing temporary closure of
the mills. They shut
down again in October
1915 when Polish and
Lithuanian workers
went on strike.

May 16, 1944
On May 16, 1944, the
company was honored
with the Army-Navy E
Award for its contributions during World
War II. Textron, Inc.
bought the company
in 1945 and in 1948,
closed the Nashua mills
to move down south,
leaving 3,500 workers
jobless. The buildings
opened as Clocktower
Place in 1991.

2009

The Nashua Manufacturing Co.
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The Nashua Mills

The Nashua Manufacturing Co. (1823)
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The Jackson Co. (1830)
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August 8, 1908
October 1910
Originally wood-clad and covered,
the 144-foot span bridge housed
conveyor belt pipes. It transferred 500-pound cotton bales from
the North Cotton Storehouse on the
north side of the Nashua River to
the Picker House and Mill #3, but
also served as a footbridge. In
1924, 800 people used it when the
Main Street Bridge burned. The
city restored the bridge in 2007,
opening it to the public in 2008.
The public access to the bridge
and along the river to the city’s
Le Parc de Notre Renaissance FranÇaise were graciously given to the
city through the efforts of Edward
W. Brice, Jr., of Clocktower Place
apartments.

An aerial trolley spanned the Nashua
River for 20 years where the Cotton
Transfer bridge currently stands.
Jewell A. Wallace, owner of the
trolley who lived at 40 Front Street
and worked in the mills, died when
the trolley cable snapped on August
8, 1908. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Cotton
Transfer Bridge was built in October
1910. It is one of the oldest riveted single span High Pratt Truss
bridges remaining in New Hampshire.

2008
2009
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Cotton Transfer Bridge

May 1910

Built in 1910, the Cotton Storehouse was part of the
Nashua Manufacturing Co. and was connected to the Boston
& Maine Railroad. Two houses were moved to construct
the 200 by 100-foot by 8-story tall structure that could
store a maximum of 18,000 bales. The building had the
largest concrete foundation ever laid in the city and
was the largest building of its kind in the state until
that time.
The contractor, Lawrence MA based E.W. Pitman, oversaw
the project with contributions from Osgood Construction
Co. and Nashua Building Co. Materials included Georgia pine, a brick wall system, cement and crushed stone
foundation, granite trimming, maple top flooring, gravel
roofing, and a galvanized iron canopy for the entrance.
The building ends were left unfinished in anticipation
of future expansion.
The Cotton Storehouse was opened in November 1910.

June 29, 1910
To build the Cotton Storehouse,
1,700 barrels of cement and more than
1,500,000 bricks
were used. If the
bricks were laid out
end to end, they
would have extended
more than 18 miles.

2009

Cotton Storehouse
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1835

This Greek Revival style house was built in 1835 for Joseph Greeley II and his wife, Charlotte Pollard Greeley.
He acquired the lot from Samuel R. Baker for $450 on
March 28, 1835, after Baker had purchased it from Nashua
Manufacturing Co. in 1834. Greeley, known as “Black Joe”
because of his black beard and dark complexion, was active in manufacturing in Concord and is not related to
any of the other Greeleys in Nashua. In 1886, Charlotte
Pollard Greeley sold the 12 Front Street home to Mary E.
Colburn, who already owned 14 Front Street. The property
was the home of several families before Grace Fellowship
Church bought it in 1995.

March 1936

The structure features double-storied
fluted columns and an iron balcony. One
unexplained mystery is the house’s double
granite foundation, the only granite piece
not supporting the basic structure. Some
conjecture it was used for a root cellar, a
coal bin, or even a stop on the Underground
Railroad.

During the Flood of 1936, the
house, owned by the Millikens,
was inundated with 5 feet of
water. Using a fire house,
the city cleaned inches of
mud and debris from Front
Street, costing $5,244.

February 1, 1985
2009
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Joseph Greeley II House

Early 1900s
Main Street, once called the “Great Road,” is the oldest street in Nashua.
The first records of a Main
Street bridge date to a 1748 toll bridge that charged a
penny per person and was on the property of the original builder, Captain John Shepard. Two years later, he
sold it to the town of Dunstable for 50 pounds.
Before Nashua became an official township in 1853, the
bridge was the barrier between a divided Nashville and
Nashua. The Main Street Bridge has been rebuilt several times since then due to flooding and fire damage.
The most famous reconstruction was in 1926, after a
great fire destroyed it on December 11, 1924.
The bridge was remodeled again in 1982.

Before changes to widen and straighten the
street were completed
in 1959, a part of
Main Street near the
bridge was known as the
“Bottleneck” because of
its narrow passageway.

The bridge was
once known as
the “widest
bridge for its
length in the
world.” It has
been controversial, particularly when
several large
circus elephants
were not allowed
to walk across
the bridge for
fear it was too
weak.

December 11, 1924
1950s

2009

Main Street Bridge
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